ABSTRACT 230 females of childbearing age from four different towns in Oyo State were screened for rubella specific IgG antibody using a sandwich ELISA test kit. Rubella IgG was detected in 215 (93.5%) of the females. 96% of the non-pregnant, 87.5% of the primigravida and 76% of the multigravida screened positive to the antibody. Ogbomoso, Ibadan, Oyo and Iseyin respectively had 96.1%, 94.2%, 90.5% and 88.2% of their samples positive for the rubella IgG antibody in them. It is imperative for the government to ensure that rubella vaccine is made available and routine so as to avert the risk of congenital rubella syndrome.
INTRODUCTION
Rubella is a universally endemic mild febrile disease difficult to diagnose clinically because of its mild symptoms and similarity to other diseases such as measles, scarlatina, infectious erythema, infectious mononucleosis and drug rash. Though of a worldwide distribution, clinically recognized disease occurs less frequently in tropical regions than in temperate zones (1) Incidence rates of rubella was reportedly high in children 5-9 years of age in 1969 (5) while in recent times, it has shifted to young adults and adolescents (6) . Rubella surveillance based on clinical reports is not specific because of its mild nature and relatedness to some other viral infections (7) . So, it is better done during rubella epidemic. Studies have been tending towards using other body fluids apart from sera for the screening. Laboratory diagnosis using saliva (7,) , urine (8) and low avidity IgG and IgA tests (9) have been found to be reliable for the diagnosis of rubella infection. (Table 1) . Ibadan, Ogbomoso, Oyo and Iseyin were used for the study. Table 2 shows the prevalence of rubella in the towns of study.
MATERIALS AND METHOD
Of significance to this study are the 3 (4.9%) out of 61 spinsters screened, 9 (6.8%) out of 133 pregnant women and 4 (4.12%) out of 97 non-pregnant women who had no detectable rubella IgG in them. 
